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Research Abstract

This article, titled Kalvettup peyarc collakarati (Lexicon of Nouns in Inscriptions), is based on a study of
inscriptions from Kanyakumari district. The Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology has published the
inscriptions of Kanyakumari in six volumes (Thovalai, Agasteeswaram, Kalkulam, and Vilavancode). A total of

721 inscriptions are found in these volumes.

Kanyakumari inscriptions are also recorded in the Travancore Archaeological Series (T.A.S. Volumes). In

addition, the Sempavalam Research Centre, Nagercoil, Kanyakumari district, Tamil Nadu, has identified more

than 60 inscriptions. Individual discoveries and the 34 volumes published as the journal Aavanam by the Tamil

Nadu Archaeological Society also include inscriptions from Kanyakumari district.

Among the inscriptions of Kanyakumari district, the oldest is the Aralvaimozhi inscription of Maran Jadaiyan (c.
AD 770), discovered by prof Manonmaniam Sundaram Pillai. More than 800 inscriptions dating from the 8th

century CE to the 19th century CE have been found in this region.

Through a lexicon of nouns in inscriptions, it is possible to identify the linguistic features of Tamil inscriptional

language in Kanyakumari district from the 8th to the 19th century CE, which will also support literary research.
Ancient history can be explored through the study of nouns. The noun forms found in Kanyakumari inscriptions,

where both Tamil and Malayalam were in use, serve as valuable resources for the study of linguistic history.

This article is a compilation of a paper presented at a seminar on “Modern Lexicography” held at the Department
of Tamil, University of Kerala. The author is preparing to publish a book titled “1exicon of Nouns in Inscriptions
(with reference to Kanyakumari district data...).” This article is a concise version of that forthcoming work. It is
expected to inspire further research on nouns in inscriptions, adjectival forms (1. one word with multiple

meanings; 2. multiple words with a single meaning), and the various forms of nouns.
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